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But the desertion of his disciples of the Right was more surprising
and more serious. Barres neither did nor wanted to draw to him
the clever young men of the "internationalist" lycies of Paris. But
he did want to win over the young men who had the same back-
ground as himself, the young men whose problems he thought he
had at least stated and, to some degree, solved. Yet he lost hold of
them. He remained a great ornament of the nationalist cause. In the
political field, his name was associated with that of Maurras by
Bamville and other representatives of the school, but it was as an
ornament and not as a leader* His troops had gone over to Maurras
and, far from thinking themselves unfaithful to their old leader,
gave increasingly obvious signs of impatience because he did not
follow them.
Barres saw that there was some justice in the decision made by
the young men. Boulangism had been a movement, not a doctrine,
and the lack of a doctrine which would compensate for the personal
weaknesses of the General had some part in the failure of the
movement. During the Dreyfus crisis, the amorphous organizations
of nationalism, the Ligue de la Patriefranfaise led by Jules Lemaitre
as well as the older Ligue des Patriotes of Deroulede, had made their
doctrinal weaknesses very obvious. In UAppel au Soldat, Barres
remarked on this weakness and sighed after an organized system of
teaching that would save the French nationalist forces from another
debacle. The teacher came; he was followed by the disciples, but
not by Barres. And, as the sequel was to prove, Barres was right,
right as much by instinct as by thought. No disaster of Boulangism
or the Ligue de la Patiie franfaise was comparable in its disastrous
results with the results of the realist policy of the Action franfaise.
When Barres wrote Au Service de VAllemagne, he could not foresee
what meaning that title held in potential He could not foresee a time
when the Action Franfaise would not have a word to say on the
abandonment of Strasbourg and Metz, and when disciples of
Maurras (though not Maurras himself) would look with com-
placency on a French Legion in German uniforms taking the oath
of loyalty to the Fuhrer of Germany, a bastard version of the
foreign corps of the ancien regime, like the Royal Allemand or the
Regiment of Deux-Ponts.
What was it that saved Barrfes from the rigours of a system that
ended in such ignominy ? It was not that he was exempt from some